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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



Claims 1-14. (cancelled) 

15. (original) A met lod of conducting E-Commerce, comprising the steps of: 

(A) connecting tc an E-Commerce portal; 

(B) linking from }he E-Commerce portal to a vendor commerce system associated with the 
E-Commerce portal; 

(C) browsing a lobal catalog of products stored at the vendor commerce system and selecting 
a particular product fojr purchase; 

transaction packet from the vendor commerce system to a common 
system via the Internet, and storing the transaction packet in a global 



(D) transmitting a 
transaction processing 



shopping basket; 

(E) returning to stip (A) and repeating steps (B), (C) and (D) until no additional products are 
to be purchased; 

(F) segmenting the transaction packet information stored in the global shopping basket and 
aggregating individual product order items by vendor; 

(G) processing the individual product order items for each vendor at the transaction 
processing system by cc mmunicating transaction information between the transaction processing 
system and a plurality of back-end processing systems. 



16. (original) The met! od of claim 15, wherein the processing step (G), further comprises the 
steps of: 

(G)(1) querying a ve idor database to obtain vendor-specific processing rules used by the 
transaction processing sy stem to process the transaction order items for a particular vendor; and 

(G)(2) querying a customer database to obtain customer-specific processing rules used by the 
transaction processing system to process the transaction order items for a particular customer. 
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1 7. (original) A payiient proxy system for use with an online transaction processor, 
comprising: 

a payment proxy interface for communicating information to and from the transaction 
processor; 

runtime payment 1 )gic for determining, in real-time, how to process a particular transaction 
request transmitted to t le payment proxy from the transaction processor; and 

a plurality of payn ent connection modules coupled to the runtime payment logic for 
interfacing the transact! on request to one of a plurality of payment verification systems. 

1 8. (original) An E-G >mmerce framework, comprising: 



a plurality of venc 
each vendor commerce 



>r commerce systems linked to a common E-Commerce portal, wherein 
system includes a local product catalog and a local shopping basket; 
a transaction processor linked to the E-Commerce portal via a computer network, the 
transaction processor having a global shopping basket and an interface for communicating 
transaction information between the local shopping baskets of the vendor commerce systems and 
the global shopping basket of the transaction processor; 

a plurality of payment verification systems for authenticating transaction requests generated 
by the transaction processor when a customer of the framework engages a global checkout 
function; and 

a payment proxy system coupled between the transaction processor and the plurality of 
payment verification systems for transmitting transaction requests generated by the transaction 
processor to the appropriate payment verification system. 



Claim 19. (new) An E 
a plurality of vendor 



-Commerce system, comprising: 
commerce systems; 

a plurality of back-end processing systems for processing transaction requests generated by 
the plurality of vendor c >mmerce systems; 

a transaction proce; sor coupled between the plurality of vendor commerce systems and the 
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plurality of back-end processing systems, wherein the transaction processor includes a global 
shopping basket for storing transaction information generated by the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems, and a back-end processor interface for processing and routing the stored 
transaction requests to the plurality of back-end processing systems, wherein the global shopping 
basket is capable of storing selections in combination with information whereby a vendor may be 
identified for each selection; ind 

a merchant database coiipled to the transaction processor, wherein the merchant database 
stores merchant-specific traiJsaction processing rules that instruct the transaction processor how 
to process a transaction for alparticular merchant. 



Claim 20. (new) The E-Commerce system of claim 19, further comprising: 
an E-Commerce portal /coupled to the plurality of vendor commerce systems. 

Claim 21 . (new) The E-Gommerce system of claim 19, wherein the plurality of vendor 
commerce include: a local catalog of products and a local shopping basket. 

Claim 22. (new) The E-uommerce system of claim 21, wherein the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems further include: a local customer directory and local workflow rules. 

Claim 23. (new) The E-Commerce system of claim 19, further comprising: 

a transaction interface implemented at the plurality of vendor commerce systems and at the 
transaction processor, wherein the transaction interface generates a transaction packet having a 
predefined format each tii le a customer using the E-Commerce system purchases a product at 
one of the vendor commerce systems, the transaction packet being transmitted from the vendor 
commerce system where the purchase is made by the customer to the transaction processor, 
where it is stored in the global basket. 



Claim 24. (new) The El-Commerce system of claim 23, wherein the format of the transaction 
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packet incites: 

an order Reader including: customer authentication information, merchant authentication 
information; 

a time stamb; and 
one or more order entry items. 



Claim 25. (new) 'the E-Commerce system of claim 19, wherein the vendor commerce systems 
are coupled to the transaction processor via the Internet 



Claim 26. (new) The 
systems include a plur ility 



Claim 27. (new) The 
system coupled betwe 
systems. 



E-Commerce system of claim 19, wherein the back-end processing 
of payment verification systems. 



E-Commerce system of claim 26, further comprising: a payment proxy 
the transaction processor and the plurality of payment verification 



Claim 28. (new) The H-Commerce system of claim 27, further comprising: a transaction 



capture database couple 
stores information regard 



to the payment proxy system, wherein the transaction capture database 
ing the transactions verified via the payment proxy system. 



Claim 29. (new) The EnCommerce system of claim 27, wherein the payment proxy system 
includes: 1 

a payment proxy interface for communicating information to and from the transaction 



processor; 

runtime payment logic 



a plurality of payment 



for determining, in real-time, how to process a particular transaction 



request transmitted to the payment proxy from the transaction processor; and 



connection modules coupled to the runtime payment logic for 



interfacing the transaction request to one of a plurality of payment verification systems. 
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Claim 30. (new) Thu E-Commerce system of claim 19, wherein the back-end processing 
systems include: 

a plurality of payment verification systems; 

an accounting/billing system; and 

one or more order fulfillment systems. 

Claim 3 1 . (new) 1 he E-Commerce system of claim 1 9, further comprising a customer database 
coupled to the transaction processor, wherein the customer database stores customer-specific 
transaction processing rules that instruct the transaction processor how to process a transaction 
for a particular customer. 

Claim 32. (new) Ihe E-Commerce system of claim 3 1 , wherein one of the customer database 
or merchant datable include runtime scripting information for determining, in real-time, how to 
process a particular transaction generated by a particular customer or merchant. 



Claim 33. (new) 
merchant-specific 



The E-Commerce system of claim 19, wherein the merchant database stores 
payment verification rules. 
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